PRESIDENT’S CHALLENGE TROPHY (Rules)
1:   The Competition shall be known as the Edmund de Rothchild Challenge Trophy, for annual Competition.     Winners to hold the Cup for one year, never in perpetuity.

2:   All Fully paid-up member Clubs of the New Forest Cricket Association will be eligible.     Entry fees to be determined by AGM and to be paid with entry.     Closing date for entry will be 31st January.   No Club’s entry shall be accepted if any fines or other payments due in respect of the preceding seasons Cup Competitions are still outstanding at the Association’s AGM.  Any Club that fails to honour a fixture will not only lose its Entry Fee but also any pre charged umpires fees.  Umpires costs will not be deducted from the available Club.  
3:   Players shall be fully paid bona fide members of the Club they represent and may play for one club only in each season’s Competition.

4:   Matches will normally be played on MONDAY EVENINGS and shall be played on the dates drawn by the Management Sub-Committee and advised to Clubs before the commencement of the Competition.   Matches shall NOT be re-arranged except for the SOLE REASON of ground or weather conditions being unfit on the night, except that if the ‘Home’ ground is unfit the match may be switched to the Away ground by agreement of all concerned.     The Final will be played at a ground nominated by the Management Sub-Committee.

5:   The Umpires shall be appointed by the New Forest Association of Cricket Umpires and shall be entitled to expenses as notified to Clubs before the Competition.   Should one or both Umpires not attend for any reason the match shall be played under arrangements made by both Captains (and the Umpire present, if applicable) and the result will count.   Each Club to supply a Scorer or one of their players shall act as Scorer and will not be able to bat or bowl.    The Home Club shall be responsible for advising their opponents and the Umpires as soon as possible, and the Competition Secretary within 24 hours, of any re-arrangement or cancellation and failure to do so will render them liable to the fine as per Constitution Rule 15.   The Home Club will also be responsible for providing the match ball which shall not be a new ball, and spares.

6:   Each side shall be entitled to 18 six-ball over’s unless dismissed in less.    No more than 4 over’s may be bowled by any one bowler.    Should the first innings still be in progress for any reason at 7.30pm then the Umpires shall call ‘Time’ at the end of the over in play and the innings shall end.    The side batting second will then receive the same number of over’s as the first innings unless the side batting first we all out, in which case the second innings entitlement will be the full 18 over’s.    The bowler’s entitlements shall NOT be adjusted. 

7:   Play to start at no later than 6.15pm.     A team not ready to play by this time shall forfeit the toss (even if already made) and the opposing Captain shall have choice of innings.    A side unable to start the match by 6.30pm shall forfeit the match on option of opposing Captain.    The decision of the appointed Umpires will be final.

8:   If, in the opinion of the Umpires, the ground or weather conditions deteriorate to the point where it is unreasonable or dangerous to continue, then play shall be suspended for a maximum of TEN MINUTES.     If a resumption is not then possible and a result cannot be obtained under Rule 6, then the match will be played the FOLLOWING Friday.    If conditions are still unfit on the Friday then the Monday (and if necessary the Friday) of the next week shall be used.   Should it prove impossible for ANY REASON to replay within the time allowed (the Committee may give an extension in cases e.g. of prolonged bad weather) then the tie will be decided by an appropriate test of skill (e.g. a ‘bowl off’) or toss of a coin as decided by the Captains.

9:   If a bowler is unable to complete an over due to injury/suspension then the fielding Captain shall nominate another bowler to complete that over.     This over shall be counted against the allocation of both bowlers.

10 a:  The side scoring the greatest number of runs in its completed innings shall be the winners, except that if a match is abandoned after more than 10 over’s have been bowled in the second innings.   The match will be decided on a run rate to 2 decimal places.    Calculate 1st innings run rate, multiply by number of over’s completed in second innings.
10 b:- If runs in total are identical, the side losing the fewer wickets shall be the winners.  If this does not produce a decision the side conceding the fewer “extras” shall be the winners.
11:  A Result sheet shall be completed and signed by both Captains.    The WINNING CLUB will be responsible for posting the Results sheet to the Competition Secretary (to be received within SEVEN DAYS of match) AND GIVING TELEPHONE NOTICE OF RESULT WITHIN 24 HOURS.

12:  The Competition Secretary must be informed of any dispute IN WRITING, within one week of match being played.    The Competition Secretary’s decision will be FINAL, subject to Rules 5/7/8 of the NFCCA Constitution.

13:  If any fine remains unpaid after 35 days from notice being sent out by the Evening Competitions Secretary, the amount due to be paid shall be DOUBLED. 

14:  Any team infringing these Rules may be excluded from the Competition at the Committee’s discretion.

15:  In all rounds of the Competition FIELDING CIRCLES will be used.    At instant of delivery a minimum of 4 fielders plus wicketkeepers and bowler must be within an area bounded by two semi-circles centred on each middle stump, each with a radius of 30 yds. and joined by a parallel line on each side of the pitch.      In the event of infringement the square leg Umpire shall call NO BALL.   The circle shall be indicated by placement of white discs at regular intervals.

